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MISSION

The Extreme Event 
Institute’s (EEI) mission 
is multi-hazard 
research synergy 
across disciplines to 
reduce human and 
economic losses from 
disasters, and to help 
sustain FIU’s Carnegie 
“Research 1” status.  
 
By their very nature,  
extreme events cross 
traditional academic 
boundaries and require 
trans-disciplinary 
research and 
knowledge application. 
EEI programs include 
faculty and researchers 
from the social and 
behavioral sciences, 
engineering, computer 
science, earth and 
atmospheric sciences, 
business, public health, 
public administration,  
and management.

FIU’s Extreme 
Events Institute is 
programmatically built 
around an equation:  
 
EmR/DR/CatR = H + Ex × V,  
where the risk (R) of an 
emergency (Em), a disaster 
(D), or a catastrophe (Cat)  
is a function of an area’s 
or community’s hazard (H) 
plus its human, economic,  
infrastructure, and 
environmental asset 
exposures (Ex) to those 
hazards — but crucially, 
the susceptibilities to harm 
or vulnerabilities (V)  
of those exposures.

The Solution

Either we 
reduce risk, 
or risk will 
reduce us.
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